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petitive, and sensitive to challenges to their honor and to defend it, if
need be, by manly resort to physical violence. Theirs is the role of
provider. A good man may be expected to steal, if necessary, to feed
his family. Men compete for the favor of women by lavishing them
with gifts and entertainment. Much of the crime committed by men is
motivated by the desire to please or impress women.
When compared with those of females (see Table 113), male crimes
are proportionately higher for robbery, burglary, auto theft, embezzle-
ment and fraud, rape, and violating liquor laws. Offenses ranking
higher among women than men include murder, manslaughter, aggra-
vated assault, receiving stolen property, commercialized vice and
other sex offenses, violation of drug laws, and nonsupport and neglect.
Men commit more crimes than women, but when women do run
afoul of the law it is usually for highly emotionally motivated offenses,
frequently involving physical violence. This is a natural consequence
of the relatively repressed role required of them. There is no evidence
that female crime is different in emphasis from that of males because of
any inherent or biological differences between the sexes, except those
that give them a different place in our society.
NATIVITY AND RACE
In proportion to their number, the part of our population who are
native-born commit more crimes than those who are foreign-born.
Studies of crime rates of the children of foreign-born parents indicate
that they have higher rates than the native-born in industrial cities
and, especially, in those where most of the foreign-born are of the "new
immigration." For example, Donald A. Taft reports that in 1933 they
had higher rates in nine states, while in 26 states the reverse was true.1
The clue to the social maladjustment of this group is to be found in
their unsatisfactory economic and social situation in the community.
If the class, "other offenses/' had been included in Table 117 it
would have ranked first among offenses for which the foreign-born
were committed. Most of these cases are violations of immigration
laws. For this group, violations of National Defense laws, violation of
liquor laws, and larceny ranked second, third, and fourth. Murder
and manslaughter, contrary to popular opinion, were thirteenth and
fourteenth in rank.
Negroes, with 30 per cent of all admissions to penal institutions in
1942, had three times the rate their proportion of the total population
would indicate. Of all Negro offenses, burglary ranked first, with 20.0
per cent of the total, larceny second, with 17.7 per cent, robbery third,
1 Taft, Donald A., Nationality and Crime, Amer. Social Re$n 1936, Vol. I, No. 5.